
North Dakota State Library
Talking Books Department

An Introduction to Braille and Audio Recording Download (BARD).



North Dakota State Library
lk kTalking Books Department

Th B ill d A di R di D l d BARD d l d b th N ti lThe Braille and Audio Recoding Download or BARD was developed by the National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped to allow eligible uses to 
download and read digital books and magazines. This service is free to all North 
Dakotan Talking Books patrons who are using the digital Talking Books machine. g p g g g

You can use a flash‐
drive and your own 
computer
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While you can receive digital books and magazines sent from the North Dakota State 
Library Talking Books department, BARD provides users the freedom to download 
their own books or magazines. 
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For example, if you ran out of books and you had nothing to read over the 
weekend, with BARD, you can download a digital talking book or two and 
supplement what you are receiving from the State Library.y g y

Or, You found out about a book and wanted to read it right away.  Rather than 
requesting it from the Talking Books department, you could download it from 
BARD and start reading itBARD and start reading it.

You can also download magazines and use the Talking Books department for 
ordering books.  That way, you can control when you get current issues of 
magazines rather than waiting for them to be shipped out.
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There are over 27 000 digital books and 50 digital magazines to choose fromThere are over  27,000 digital books and 50  digital magazines to choose from.

You can download digital books and magazines onto any flash‐drive; however, 
you can only listen to the books on a talking book machine or an NLS 
compatible digital device.  

You can also purchase a blank cartridge and USB cord.  For more information on 
how to purchase a blank cartridge and USB cord, please contact the Talkinghow to purchase a blank cartridge and USB cord, please contact the Talking 
Books Department at 1‐800‐843‐9948.
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Even if you do not have your own computer, a patron of the Talking Books 
program can still sign up for BARD and have a family member a friend orprogram can still sign up for BARD and have a family member, a friend, or 
caregiver help you download a book or magazine. 
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A library can sign up to be a BARD demonstration site.  As a BARD demonstration y g p
site, a library can offer training to Talking Books patrons  in their community on 
how to download books and magazines from BARD and assist your patrons with 
the application for BARD.  


